
Brain Bank Singapore is now a partnership
between four organisations: Lee Kong
Chian School of Medicine, National
Neuroscience Institute, National Healthcare
Group and National University of Singapore
(Our new Partner)! 

There are currently over 130 registered
brain donors, and we have received 2 brain
donations. As Brain Bank Singapore
celebrates 2 years since the launch, we
remember with gratitude those who have
generously donated brain tissues for
important scientific research and continue
to raise awareness of brain health. 
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When Mdm Violet Ow and Ms Vivian Yip, wife and daughter of Mr Albert Yip, found out more
about brain donation after death for biomedical research in September 2020, they decided to
register as brain donors for both Mr Yip and his wife. Mr Albert Yip suffered from Dementia with
Lewy Bodies (DLB). DLB is a subtype of Dementia that includes parkinsonian symptoms, and has a
higher risk in men than women. When Mr Yip passed away later that year, the brain tissues so
generously gifted to Brain Bank Singapore were stored for important future research. Donated
brain tissues are vital for conducting in-depth studies about the molecular mechanisms and
genetics of disorders affecting the brain. A better understanding of such diseases can translate
into treatments that benefit future generations. 

"I want to do this, so the future generations need not suffer. " said Mdm Ow.
 

Vivian also shared, "We hope that we could do our little bit and share with others to contribute to
the research in hope a cure could be found. If this helps in the research and be able to discover
better treatment or cure or even prevention, it will help others to not have to go through the
suffering that my dad experienced." 

Brain Bank Singapore is grateful to the Yip family for their altruistic support towards scientific
research on brain conditions.

1. Arrival at the 
Brain Bank room

2. Freezing of dissected
tissue blocks

3. Histology for
neuropathology report

Tissues preserved within 24 - 48 hours are optimal for in-depth research purposes.
Half of the whole brain (length about 15cm) is cut into smaller blocks for freezing at -80°C.
This can be stored for at least 10 - 20 years for many research studies.
The other half side (hemisphere) is used in the technique of histology, which examines the
tissue structure and disease markers to provide the neuropathology analysis on the brain.
This neuropathology report can be discussed with the doctor and is used to support future
research. 

Processing of Brain Tissues

Husband and wife,
Mdm Ow and Mr Yip,

in 2010
Mr Yip in 2020

A Donor's Gift to Research



1st Brain donated

2021

2020Nov 2019 - Official Launch 

2019

2022

2nd Brain donated

Reached 100 Registered Brain Donors

Many more milestones & events ahead

Brain Bank Singapore:  Southeast
Asia's 1st brain bank was launched

Talks (online) about Brain Health
and various brain conditions

Processing of Brain tissues

June 2021 - NUS joins as an
official partner

Donor recruitment began!



Coming up in

2022

Follow us at
@brainbanksg 

for updates!

Brain Bank Singapore
Lee Kong Chian School of Medicine 
Clinical Sciences Building (Novena)

11 Mandalay Road
Singapore 308232

 
Tel: 6592 6952 / 6592 6547

brainbanksingapore@ntu.edu.sg
www.brainbanksingapore.org

Keen to
register as a

Brain Donor?

Thank you!
To all Brain Bank Singapore donors for your generosity, support,

and contributions towards scientific research.

Contact Us!

2021

November
13 Nov: Caregiver Support Network Talk in collaboration
with Dementia Singapore (Online via Zoom) 

December
4 Dec 2021 - 2 Jan 2022: Trees of the World 2021 at
Singapore Botanic Gardens

9 – 10 Dec: Singapore Palliative Care Conference (Virtual
Exhibition Booth) 

January
11 & 13 Jan: Brain Health talk with Stroke Support Station
(S3) (Online via Zoom in Mandarin and English)

Keep updated on more events via our website and social media!


