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INTRODUCTION
The purpose of the brain bank is to collect brains from
people who have degenerative conditions affecting
the brain, and those without any such condition, who
have agreed to donate their brains for important
medical research.
Research scientists can then use the collected tissue
samples to work on discovering a cure or improving
treatment outcomes for everyone.
Our work is regularly reviewed by the SingHealth and
Nanyang Technological University Institutional Review
Boards and also by people involved in the research
process.
This information booklet is designed to provide
answers to your questions about brain donation.
If you would like to speak to us for more details, you
may visit our website www.brainbanksingapore.org or
email us at brainbanksingapore@ntu.edu.sg or call us
on 6592 6952 / 6592 6547 from 8:30am-5:30pm on
weekdays.

ABOUT THE TISSUE
WE COLLECT
What tissue is collected?
brain and/or spinal cord, these tissues
are of most use to research. The
brain and spinal cord; so the study of
CSF may also provide useful
information. In order to explain why
the damage is restricted to the brain
and spinal cord, scientists may wish to
compare this organ with other tissue,
for example, muscle. Therefore, we
routinely remove the following tissues
• the entire brain
• the entire spinal cord, if appropriate
• a sample of CSF – the clear,
colourless liquid that surrounds
the brain and spinal cord
• a small sample of muscle from
the back
If consent is provided, we will also
collect samples of other organ tissue
such as the gut.

Can I donate other parts of
my body for the research?
You can donate other parts of your
body if you provide consent for them
to be used for research. It may be some
time in the future that scientists will
need tissue samples from other sites of
about neurological diseases.
It is also possible to donate the rest of
your body at the same time for medical
education if you wish.

I don’t have any brain
condition. Is my brain still
useful for research?
Samples of tissue from people that did
not have any brain condition are of
crucial importance since they allow
scientists to compare tissue damaged
by neurological disorders with healthy
brain tissue.

HOW ARE MY TISSUES
USED IN RESEARCH?
Why is the tissue needed for What happens to the tissue
research?
that can no longer be used?
The symptoms experienced by
people living with neurological
conditions such as Alzheimer’s
disease, Parkinson’s disease and
motor neuron disease are a result of
damage taking place within their
brain and/or spinal cord.
Although there are a number of
on these conditions, being able to
study the very tissue that is
damaged is vital to the development of better treatments.
The Brain Bank Singapore retrieves
and stores tissue from registered
donors and makes samples of the
material available to scientists
carrying out research on these
conditions. The donation of tissue
will further our understanding of
neurological disorders and is an
treatment for these conditions.

If we have to dispose of tissues
because they are no longer suitable
for research, we will do so in an ethical
and respectful manner. Samples of
tissue that have been used in research
are usually archived, and after a
suitable length of time, respectfully
disposed of by the researcher.

HOW TO BECOME
A DONOR
I want to donate my brain. What if I change my mind?
What should I do?
We understand that the donation of
First, you should read all the
information and discuss the matter
with your family. If your family has
not raised objections and you would
like to donate your tissues to the
Brain Bank Singapore for research,

the relevant Informed Consent Form.
Once registered as a donor, you will
receive a Brain Bank Singapore Donor
card. Do carry this card with you at all
times so that in an emergency,
of your desire to donate your brain to
the Brain Bank Singapore.

tissue may not be right for everyone.
Should you change your mind at any
time after consenting and decide to
withdraw your consent, simply
contact the Brain Bank Singapore
coordinator via telephone or email.
The coordinator will return your
original consent form and remove
your details from the computer
database. If you have any queries
either whilst deciding whether to
consent or after you have given
consent, please contact us.

INFORMATION FOR
NEXT-OF-KIN (NOK)
What does the NOK need
to do?
The tissues for donation are removed
after the registered donor has
passed on. As tissues of the brain
and spinal cord change very quickly
after death, material that has been
removed from the body within 24
hours of death is of greatest value to
research.
However, tissue retrieved up to 48
hours after death can still be used in
research. We endeavor to ensure that
all arrangements are kept as
straightforward as possible at such
a difficult time.

Since it is vital that we are contacted
as soon as possible after the donor’s
death, preferably within a couple of
hours, we would request NOK or
legal representative and health care
professionals to be aware of donor’s
wish to donate tissues and contact
the Brain Bank Coordinator after the
donor’s death.
In the circumstance where the donor
does not have the capacity to give
consent, it can be given by the NOK
or legal representative.

WHEN A DONATION
IS NOT CARRIED OUT
Under what condition will
the tissue collection be
unsuccessful?
On rare occasions when we are not
able to retrieve and preserve the
tissues within 48 hours due to
unforeseen circumstances, we will
not go ahead with the tissue
retrieval. This is because irreversible
damage occurs in tissue samples
after 48 hours and that tissue will not
be useful for research.

We may not be able to proceed
with retrieval of tissue in the
event of:
• Presence of systemic infectious
diseases
coroner
• Too long a delay in being
informed of death (close to or
over 48 hours)
• Inability to arrange retrieval
reasons

REGARDING MY PERSONAL
INFORMATION
What do you need to know
about me before I become a
donor?
S
from tissue samples to the medical
history of the tissue donor, we require
permission to access the donor’s
medical records. Permission is given
when the donor has signed the
Informed Consent Form.
Once we have collected the tissues
we will contact the donor’s general
practitioner and neurologist if
necessary and request to consult the
donor’s medical records. The
information will be used to prepare a
summary that will be supplied to the
researchers who have received
samples of the donor’s tissue.
This medical summary will also help
our neuropathologist to interpret

donor’s brain and spinal cord. The
donor’s next-of-kin will be informed
report so that they can discuss the
their doctors if they wish to do so.

Where will my personal
details be stored? Is it secure?
All consent forms and related
paperwork are stored in secure
databases. Personal details of our
donors are never divulged to
researchers receiving tissue or
anyone outside the Brain Bank
Singapore.
The databases that store details of
individuals who have registered as
donors and those who have
donated tissues, are on a secure
computer that is only accessed by
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